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European forests have been shaped by millennia of human influence that have affected all their features. They represent a fundamental part of the cultural heritage of the continent. Socioeconomic development, the abandonment of marginal lands, re-naturalization, and inappropriate policies are rapidly erasing cultural values and contributing to the globalization of cultural forest landscapes, often simplified into areas either managed for commercial exploitation or areas left to natural evolution. Although, timber production is regulated and the ecological functions and natural values protected by a number of EU directives, cultural values and related traditional forest  knowledge are not preserved by specific European initiatives at  management  level, nor included in certification standards. After many decades official forestry is finally recognizing the importance of cultural values. The Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) has developed an agreement with IUFRO research group, Forest and woodland History  and  the IUFRO Task Force on Traditional Knowledge in order to produce guidelines for the conservation of cultural, historical and landscape values in Sustainable Forest Management, implementing the Vienna Declaration 3 of 2003. The guidelines try to integrate the conservation of cultural values and related traditional knowledge  in rural development and the management of protected areas, developing  strategies and actions at planning level and management that can be included in the forest policies of member states. The guidelines  include also  a list of  indicators that can be added in the existing list of indicators for SFM produced  by MCPFE. Several experts from various countries have contributed to the preparation of the document,   as well as international institutions such as UNESCO, Council of Europe, World Bank, United Nation Forum on Forest, European Environmental History Society.  The paper is a summary of the document submitted to MCPFE and describes the main approaches presented in the guidelines, the author is the coordinator  of the  group of international experts that produced the  document.  
