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The paper examines the relationships between local conceptualization of nature, forest knowledge systems and adaptive natural resource management practices in Southern Cameroon. The local conceptualisation of the nature is captured and represented via their spiritual, human and natural dimensions; the search of sustainable livelihood is the finality of their interaction. The relationships between this representation and local forest management knowledge systems are characterized. The results show that there is the perceptions are bipolarized including one relationship toward God  and another involves the combination of social systems and natural resources systems and their entities such like trees, animals, fishes and water. Then, the paper shows that there is a positive correlation between this conceptualisation of nature, local ecological knowledge trajectories such as local classification of ecological forest successions, soil fertility management and local agro-climatic knowledge systems. In addition, the paper shows that the effects of seasonality determine the dynamics of local bioecological knowledge at the spatio-temporal scale. Far from ‘romanticizing’ the local practices of natural management and their contribution to community livelihoods and conservation of natural resources, these results confirm the existence of cognitive trajectories through which local knowledge systems support the implementation of adaptive NRM practices.

