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Global awareness of the crisis concerning the conservation of biodiversity is assured following the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in June 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. Of equal concern to many world citizens, is the uncertain status of the indigenous knowledge that reflects many generations of experience and problem-solving by thousands of ethnic groups across the globe. Very little of this knowledge has been recorded, yet it represents an immensely valuable data base that provides humankind with insights on how numerous communities have interacted with their changing environment including its floral and faunal resources. Igara county is located on the fringe parts of the great Albertine rift. Much of the resources are outide protected forest reserves and national parks. These resources are still abundant, not by fashin but by the choice of indigenous and traditional setting techniques. Indigenous knowledge is local knowledge unique to a agiven culture or society. It is an immensely valuable resource that provides humankind with insights on how communities have interacted with their changing environemt. IK, particularly in the African context has long been ignored and maligned by the western world, referring to local communities and their knowledge as primitive, simple and static. Today, however, a growing number of African governments and international development agencies are recognising that local level knowledge and organisations provide the foundation for participatory approaches to development that are both cost-effective and sustainable. This has been characterised by rapidly expanding data base generated by both biological and social scientists that describes the complexity and sophistication of many indigenous natural resource management systems. It is from this stand that IK’s and development are complementary. It will therefore be difficult to conserve in-situ anima diversity without understanding and invigorating local institutions and embedded knowledge systems. Therefore just as cultural heritage sites are preserved as human heritage, some of the rare and endangered domesticated breeds may need incentives for local communities to conserve these even on immediate non-utilitarian ground. African countires are predominatly agriterial; therefore IK is important in taming nature. On the other hand therefore, the gender dimension of knowledge system is extremely crucial and its neglect can thwart the entire mission of conservation. Women and men had defined roles in African tradition. It is therefore imperative to understand the indigenous management strategies of farmers and other rural persons that foster diversity in domesticated and wild species to help in the establishment of national programmes for in-situ conservation so as to complement ex-situ programmes already in existence. This will uphold environmental values and sustainability system for preferred animal and plant species. The programmes, fora, conferences and think tank systems that uphold IK and Traditional Knowledge are a big boost to sustainble development in developing counties of Africa and other areas. This explains the role of intergrated conservation development programmes (ICDPs). Igara County is one of the areas that have benefited from ICDPs and multiple use concepts.
