International Conference on Traditional Forest Knowledge and Sustainable Forest Management in Africa; Accra, Ghana; 15-17 October 2008


The Impact of the Indigenous Knowledge System on the Conservation of Forest Medicinal Plants in Guruve, Zimbabwe

AJ Afolayan1 and L Kambizi2
1Department of Botany, University of Fort Hare, Alice 5700, South Africa.

Email: Aafolayan@ufh.ac.za; Tel: +27406022323, Fax: +27866282295 

2Department of Biological Sciences, Walter Sisulu University, Mthatha 5117, South Africa; Email: Lkambizi@wsu.ac.za

Since the ancient time, the forest has been the main source of medicinal plants used by the various people of Africa. Today, some medicinal plants face extinction due to the extensive use of the species coupled with deforestation caused by the various activities of humans. Too often in the past, the contributions of the indigenous people to forest conservation have been ignored or belittled. Yet, indigenous peoples control most of the world’s remaining natural forest areas either consciously or unconsciously through their traditional practice and often have strong conservation ethics. This paper reports on the influence of indigenous knowledge systems on conservation of forest medicinal plants in the rural communities of Guruve district of  Zimbabwe. The methods are associated with taboos and social beliefs. Collaboration among herbalists, researchers and policy makers could build the encouragement of such customary practices in the modern ways of forest conservation to ensure continued plant diversity.
