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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Teppo Hujala, Heimo Karppinen  

Function in IUFRO: Karppinen is Editor-in-Chief/Europe in Small-scale Forestry (close relations to WG 3.08 Small-scale forestry) 

Email: teppo.hujala(at)metla.fi, heimo.karppinen(at)helsinki.fi
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

The overall purpose of the Symposium was to shed light on the new forms and approaches of land owner extension, forestry advisory and rural communication with a special focus on peer-to-peer learning among land owners. Three keynote presentations were given concerning cooperation of forest owners, social learning and the Finnish forestry extension organizations and their activities. 

The symposium included the following sessions :

	Session 1: Peer-to-peer learning

	Session 2: Forest planning, extension and services

	Session 3: Cooperation of forest owners

	Session 4: Adult learning

	Session 5: Reshaping communities

	Session 6: New approaches in focus


Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Symposium participants concluded that family forest owners’ peer networks are worth strengthening, because this would easen the work of professional forestry extension organizations. Discussions with other land owners complement the advice given by professional foresters. Meanwhile, peer-to-peer information involves risks such as disseminating false information or misunderstandings. Concrete next steps in promoting peer-to-peer learning among land owners will include e.g. studying the functioning of study circles, conducting test seminars with land owners as key actors, and training of foresters and lay land owners to act as mentors on field trips and virtual peer-to-peer training courses.

Presentations are available at the symposium webpage.

http://www.metla.fi/hanke/3521/symposium/#programme
Participant feedback has been summarized at:

http://www.metla.fi/hanke/3521/symposium/Kuusamo_feedback.pdf
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Proceedings are available at the symposium webpage 

http://www.metla.fi/hanke/3521/symposium/
or directly 

http://www.metla.fi/julkaisut/workingpapers/2011/mwp193.htm
Kuusamo symposium was a thematic meeting of the IUFRO working group 3.08 Small-scale forestry The next meeting of the 3.08 group is at the end of July in Freiburg with a broader theme. Kuusamo symposium participants will seek opportunities to organize a new thematic meeting on land owners’ networks within the next 2-3 years.
Background information (meeting context):
More and more land owners and forest owners live in urban areas away from their property and have no or weak connection to rural social networks. These people tend to be well-educated and have regular jobs far from land-based businesses or they are retired. They have varying perceptions of their land and multiple motivations towards different land use activities. Simultaneously, demand for private land is increasing. Among other things, climate change mitigation opens new perspectives for sustainable land use relating e.g. to bioenergy, biodiversity, and new types of forest management. New forest-based industries like nature tourism and carbon markets as well as forests’ health impacts shape the discourse of rural land use. Today’s land owners tend to need more and more support, advice and education in making decisions about how to manage their land and what kind of voluntary practices or co-operatives they participate. Consequently, education, information and guidance addressed to land owners need to take new and innovative forms in order to reach the target group and benefit both owners themselves and society in general. Traditional natural resource planning and guidance services can no longer fulfill the needs of a modern land owner. 
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Recent advances in land owner extension: IUFRO 3.08 Symposium with a special theme of peer-to-peer learning among land owners 

Date and venue: 
3–5 April 2011, Kuusamo, Finland
Meeting website
http://www.metla.fi/hanke/3521/symposium/
Number of participants:

30 participants

Countries represented:
Australia, Canada, Finland, Indonesia, Latvia, Nepal, Norway, Sweden, USA
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: 

3.08 Small-scale Forestry 
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 
Finnish Forest Research Institute (Metla), University of Helsinki, Oulu University of Applied Sciences, 
The Nordplus Adult Learning Programme (project “Mapping the peer-to-peer model for enhancing adult learning among land owners”), Finnish Society of Forest Science, Niemi Foundation

Study tour(s) to:
Pölkky Oy, Wood processing (http://www.polkky.fi/en/homepage.html)

EVO, Kuusamo energy and water cooperative (http://www.kuusamonevo.fi/)
Tourist and Nature Centre Karhuntassu (http://www.luontoon.fi/page.asp?Section=5746)

The Nature Photography Centre: ”In Hannu’s Footsteps”, exhibition by the most famous Finnish nature photographer, Mr. Hannu Hautala (http://www.hannuhautala.fi/en)

Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Call for papers via address books of 3.08 Small-scale forestry and IUFRO 6.06.02 Extension (nowadays known as 9.01.03 – Extension and knowledge exchange), event information and website link via IUFRO and GFIS webpages, via address books of Forest Economics Forum (domestic), Metla Newsletter (domestic) and via US-driven Woodland Owner Networks social community (http://woodlandownernetworks.ning.com/)Fehler! Hyperlink-Referenz ungültig., and NordPlus project “Mapping the peer-to-peer model for enhancing adult learning among land owners” partner network.
During the congress and after it: articles in two local newspapers (domestic), Metla information bulletin (domestic), Metla Newsletter (domestic), US-driven Woodland Owner Networks social community (http://woodlandownernetworks.ning.com/), IUFRO 3.08 annual conference in Freiburg, July 2011 (forthcoming). IUFRO leaflets were delivered to all participants in the symposium bag.

Related publications /websites:
http://www.metla.fi/julkaisut/workingpapers/2011/mwp193.htm 

http://sites.google.com/site/peerforestry/
http://woodlandownernetworks.ning.com/















Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

