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Objective of the symposium

In many regions of the world, forest activities are carried out by rural population on collective lands and by individual farmers on agroforestry or farm forestry plots. These types of forest activities play an important role in sustaining rural communities. The management of the related wooded areas is usually based on traditional local knowledge which is particularly adapted to the ecological and socio-economic conditions of the area. The common feature of all these different practices is that they are carried out at a small-scale level, with adaptive management.  The management of forests are however also influenced by broader regional, national and international policies.  These ‘global’ policies present an abstract and even sometimes idealistic vision of the forests’ role in rural development, and may propose means and mechanisms which are not fitting to the real issues faced by rural communities in managing their forests. This conference will explore the important role of local knowledge in managing small-scale forests and the impacts or implications of broader ‘global’ policies on small-scale forestry.  Further details of the topics of interest will be provided in the first call for papers.

Organisation

The symposium is organised by:

- IUFRO 3.08 working group on “Small-scale forest management” (co-ordinator: J. Herbohn); 

in co-operation with:

- IUFRO 6.12 working group on “Evaluation of forest policies and programmes” (co-ordinator: G. Buttoud);

- IUFRO Task Force on “Traditional Forest Knowledge” (co-ordinator: J. Parrotta)

- EFI: European Forest Institute, forest policy programme (resp.: I. Tikkanen).

The Laboratory of Forest Policy of AgroParisTech-ENGREF Nancy, France (director: G. Buttoud) is the local organiser. 

The symposium is funded by the Local Government of the Vosges, as part of its policy in support to forestry development.

Language

The language of the symposium is English, with no translation provided.

Publication

The papers presented at the symposium will be published in the series of EFI Proceedings. 

In addition, some selected papers will form a special issue of the Small-scale Forestry journal.

Tentative provisional agenda

Sunday 22: evening: welcome aperitive;

Monday 23: introductory session; public policies on rural forests and small-scale rural forestry in developed countries (case studies, concepts, theories, policies);

Tuesday 24: small-scale rural forestry in developed countries (case studies, concepts, theories, policies); afternoon: in-conference tour in the Natural Regional Park of the Ballons des Vosges;

Wednesday 25: small-scale rural forestry in developing countries and in countries in transition (case studies, concepts, theories);

Thursday 26: public policies on rural forests; closure of the symposium.
Friday 27- Sunday 29: post-conference tour “Forest, culture and society” in the Massif des Vosges”(history of a man-made forest, forest recreation activities, protection of the capercaillie habitat, the fermes auberges as drivers of local development, timber and wine in Alsace, etc.). 

Venue and logistical aspects

The symposium will take place in Gérardmer, a small summer and wintertime resort located along a mountain lake surrounded by conifer forests, in the heart of the massif of the Vosges, alt. 700 m., in France. The site of Gérardmer is equipped with around 50 hotels of various standards (including three 4-star, ten 3-star, ten 2-star and around fifteen simple accommodation commodities).

Gérardmer is located around 100 km South-West from Nancy. To reach the place, the most convenient
 way is: by plane to Paris or to Strasbourg; then high-speed train (TGV) from Paris or Strasbourg to Nancy (about 1 hour 30 minutes); from Nancy also by TGV or by a local train to Epinal (from 30 minutes to 1 hour); then bus shuttle from Epinal to Gérardmer run by the French railway company (SNCF) (about 20 minutes). 

Lunch is part of the symposium package, but lodging and dinner are not provided by the organisers, except for the conference dinner. 

The conference sessions will be held in the hotel “Beau Rivage”, a 3 star hotel facing the lake, near the Casino, where lunch will be also served everyday.

A special rate for participants is proposed to participants registering by March 31st 2008 in the following hotels: 

· Beau Rivage (www.hotel-beaurivage.fr, beaurivage@compagnie-dhdl.com) 3 star: single 79 € breakfast included; 

· Hotel de La Paix (www.hoteldelapaix.fr, lapaix@compagnie-dhdl.com) 3 star: single 65 € breakfast included (50 m. from symposium venue);

· Les Loges du Parc (www.leslogesduparc.com, contact@leslogesduparc.com) 3 star: single 65 € breakfast included (100 m from symposium venue);

· Les Jardins de Sophie (www.hotel-lesjardinsdesophie.com, jardinsdesophie@compagnie-dhdl.com) 4 star: single 95 € breakfast included (7 km from the symposium venue, in the forest).

The in-conference tour is part of the symposium package; it will bring the participants to the Regional Natural Park of the “Ballons des Vosges”, and focus on the linkage between forestry and rural activities as a driver for local development, on the example of the Vosges Mountain.

For those interested in, a 2 days-and-a-half post-conference tour in the Vosges Mountain and in Alsace may give the participants an opportunity to understand the long tradition in associating forestry and rural activities in the Vosges, as well as the changes that recreation activities have brought in the public perception of forest in French and German cultures, in an historically disputed border. 

The weather in the Vosges is usually nice at this period of the year, with average temperatures from 15 Celsius (morning) to 25 Celsius (afternoon). As nights are cool and some rain is possible, a sweater and a light waterproof jacket may be useful. As for enjoying the tours,  mountain shoes may also be convenient. 

More information about Gérardmer and the Vosges is available at : www.gerardmer.net, info@gerardmer.net, www.vosges.fr, www.vosges.com, www.massif-des-vosges.com, www.parc-ballons-vosges.fr
Registration

Registration fees for the conference are 300 Euros as a special rate by April 1st 2008, and 400 Euros from April 1st to May 31st, 2008. 

Registration fees include the cost of the copies of the papers presented to the symposium, lunches and coffee breaks, in-conference tour, official dinner, Proceedings of the conference published in EFI series, and a special rate one year personal subscription to Small-scale Forestry journal. 

Participation in the post-conference tour is restricted to 55 persons maximum and subordinated to a separated registration fee of 350 Euros per person for an all-inclusive 2 days-and-a-half service (transportation, lunch and dinner, 2 nights on a 3 star hotel basis). Registration for the post-conference tour will be closed on April 1st 2008.

Further details on the registration process, including a registration form, will be provided on the conference website from September 2007.

Important dates

1st August 2007: First announcement.

1st September 2007: First call for papers and  web-page of the symposium open on the IUFRO web-site.
1st October 2007 : Deadline for abstracts to be submitted from 1st Call for Papers. Proposals should include title of papers/posters with 1-page abstract.

1st December 2007: Notification of decisions concerning paper acceptance; a list of accepted papers/posters will be posted on the web-page of the symposium.

7 January 2008: Second Call for Papers; abstracts to be submitted by 15th February.

22 February 2008: Notification of acceptance of abstracts from 2nd call for papers; papers will be accepted after this time only on a space available basis.
31st March 2008: Papers (8 pages maximum TimesRoman-12) or copy of the posters to be sent to organisers for inclusion in the conference folders.

1st April 2008: deadline for registration at special rate; deadline for registration to post-conference tour.

31st May 2008: deadline for registration.
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