Headline: The 4th International Conference on Mediterranean Pines (MEDPINE 4) was held in Avignon (France) from the 6th to the 10th of June 2011, organized by the research unit on the Ecology of Mediterranean Forest of INRA.

Name(s): Eric RIGOLOT (Chair) from Mediterranean Forest Ecology Research Unit (UR629), National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) Avignon, France
Summary statement: The conference showed the benefits of an inter disciplinary approach  integrating and combining knowledge from ecology, genetics, eco-physiology, fire sciences and forest dynamics to develop new decision support tools to address the challenge of climate change and propose adaptive management measure for Mediterranean pine ecosystems. 

Main Body: 

Conference venue and main objective

Under challenges of the global change impacts, the MEDPINE 4 Conference targeted conservation, restoration and management of Mediterranean Pines and their ecosystems. MEDPINE 4 was an opportunity to stimulate the multi-disciplinary dialogue between researchers involved in different disciplines.

Around hundred and fifty researchers and managers from 14 countries attended and debated on European Mediterranean pine species. Participants originated primarily from the Mediterranean basin with representatives from European countries (France, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece), Middle East (Turkey, Israel), North Africa (Tunisia and Algeria), but also from other regions under Mediterranean bioclimat (California, South Africa, Australia).

A field trip to Luberon Regional Natural Park allowed discussions on fire hazard mitigation in mixed pine – oak communities; another to Fontblanche, a long term multi agencies research site leaded by INRA, aimed the monitoring carbon and water fluxes from the plant to the ecosystem, with a particular emphasis to drought effects.

Conference partnerships

MEDPINE 4 was supported by the French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), the City of Avignon, the Vaucluse Department, the Provence Alpes Côtes d'Azur Region, Silva Mediterranea from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the industry Fibre Excellence Tarascon. MEDPINE 4 was also supported by IUFRO through Division 1 - Silviculture (including WG 1.01.10 – Ecology and silviculture of pine, Division 2 – Physiology and genetics (including WG 2.02.13 – Breeding and genetic resources of Mediterranean conifers), Division 4 – Forest assessment, modeling and management, Division 8 – Forest Environment (including WG8.03.05 – Forest fires).

Conference main outcomes and next edition

The MEDPINE 4 presentations can be displayed on the conference web site and the abstract book can be download on https://colloque.inra.fr/medpine4/MEDPINE-4/News/Post-conference-news
By the end of the year, the journal Annals of Forest Science will publish a thematic issue devoted to the MEDPINE 4 conference. Further more conference main outcomes will be summarized both in the FAO-Silva Mediterranea newsletter and in the Forêt Méditerranéenne review.

The next edition of MEDPINE will be organized in 2014 by the Forest Sciences Center of Catalonia (CTFC), an applied research, forestry training and technology transfer centre located in the Catalonian pre-Pyrenees, in the town of Solsona, Catalonia, Spain.
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