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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer: 
C. Hartebrodt, Dr., Forest Research Institute Baden-Württemberg, Germany 

U. Schraml, Prof. Dr., Albert-Ludwigs University, Freiburg, Germany 

Name: John Herbohn
Function in IUFRO: Coordinator 3.08.00 – Small-scale forestry
Email: john.herbohn@uq.edu.au
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Forestry commons: 
Forestry commons play an increasing role in small-scale forest management. There are different approaches needed to adapt to local framework conditions, but in general joint management regimes can be seen as a promising way to deal with fragmentation and parcellisation.

b) Climate change and small scale forestry
Climate change and related risk impacts on small scale forestry. Presentations and discussion during the conference provided evidence that a lack of awareness of smallholders is a major obstacle in the adaptation of forestry to changing environmental framework conditions. Due to the importance of small-scale forests in the global context, future orientated development of small scale forests play a substantial role in the maintenance of world forest coverage.

c) Decision making of small-scale forest owners
A relevant number of papers focused on the decision making process of owners of small scale forests. It highlighted the need for knowledge about which driving forces and attitudes influence decisions by this ownership type. 

d) Key Figures and indicators
After a couple of years in which indicators and numeric information did not play a substantial role in previous conferences it became apparent that such data are still needed for documentation and management. In recent years there has been an increasing diversity of indicators which have to be handled not only by owners but in the political dimension as well. As a result of existing knowledge gaps there is still a considerable risk of misuse and misinterpretation of figures and indicators. 
e) Networking
Networking is one of the political options for small scale forestry to overcome their basically weak position, be it in the timber markets or in the political arena. Networking can be seen as an approach by a group of forest owners but also as an option for representatives of forest owners to liaise with other relevant stakeholder groups.
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
The group of small-scale forest owners tends to be conservative and due to the often fragmented property structures and lack of knowledge difficult to reach. There is a great need to implement new methods and techniques and to raise awareness about the changes needed in a fast developing environment. 
The cooperation between scientists, practitioners and owners or their organization representatives is seen as a promising approach to address future challenges.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Papers presented at the symposium were published as the conference proceedings in the FVA journal series “Berichte Freiburger Forstliche Forschung”. An electronic copy (USB) was provided to all delegates. A hardcopy version can be purchased (35,-- €) In addition, some selected papers may be published in the Small-scale Forestry journal.
Background information (meeting context):
The UN has declared 2011 the "International Year of Forests". This is to raise awareness and strengthen sustainable forest management and the conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests for the benefit of current and future generations. Recalling that 1.6 billion people depend directly or indirectly on forests; the amount of traded forest based products is in the order of $270 billion; and that two thirds of the world’s species live in forests; It is obvious that there is a complex network between social, ecological and economic issues which results in diverse interactions between owners, stakeholder groups and the environment. The conference aims to make the diversity of these interactions visible, with special attention to the fact they can be synergistic or conflicting. Interactions in the following topics are of special interest: 
· Benefits of small-scale forests to owners and society 

· Ecological and social restrictions imposed on small-scale forest owners 

· Private timber supply and regional economies 

· Private forests and climate change: bio-energy v. carbon sinks 

· Small-scale forests in a large-scale landscape: The influence of cumulative effects. 

· Policy tools addressing small holders´ needs/interests 

· Forests for the future: Products and ecosystem services from small-scale forests 

· New forestland tenures 

3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: Small-scale Forestry: Synergies and conflicts in social, ecological and economic interactions
Date and venue: 24-28 July 2011, Freiburg, Germany
Meeting website: www.small-scale-forestry-2011.de 
Number of participants: 70
Countries represented: 24
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: 3.08
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): The workshop is organised by the Institute of Forest and Environmental Policy at Albert-Ludwigs University of Freiburg and the Department of Forest Economics at the Forest Research Institute (FVA) Freiburg, Germany in conjunction with the IUFRO 3.08 Research Group "Small-scale forestry". 
Study tour(s) to:

· Öflingen Wehr

· Heidelberg 
· Annweiler / Pfälzerwald

· Darmstadt / Hessian Ried

Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):

· IUFRO Website

· IUFRO 3.08 Mailing List
· FVA Baden-Württemberg website

· FVA Baden-Württemberg International Year of Forests Information Booklet

Related publications /websites:

	http://www.small-scale-forestry-2011.de  
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