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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Khosro Sagheb-Talebi / Sven Wagner
Function in IUFRO: Coordinator of WP 1.01.07 / Prof. of silviculture, Tec. Uni. Dresden
Email: saghebtalebi@rifr-ac.ir  / wagner@forst.tu-dresden.de
Deputy coordinators: Palle Madsen, Alfredo Di Filippo, Takashi Masaki, Toktam Sajedi, Alvaro Promis
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
The 9th International Beech Symposium began with the introduction to conference by Prof. Sven Wagner (host and organizer from Tec. Uni. Dresden) and Khosro Sagheb-Talebi (IUFRO) on Sep. 12, 2011 in conference venue (hotel Pullman). The symposium was supported by a very well organized and cheerful team. Six fruitful sessions and 29 presentations within 2.5 days were combined with a visit to Tharandt and Department of Forest sciences with reference to the 200 years anniversary, as well as several field trips and excursions from the famous Beech forest of Langula to the experimental forest in Göttingen.  
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Paleoecology and distribution of beech
b) Drought and the response of beech
c) Beech genetics
d) Structure and dynamics of natural beech stands
e) Regeneration of beech forests
 f)  Management of beech 

Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
The aims of the conference were to exchange and share state-of-the-art knowledge on the ecology and silviculture of beech (Fagus) forests among researchers and forest managers worldwide. Additionally, to reflect the current scientific achievements on the future directions for sustainable management of beech forests in the changing social needs and global climate. A special emphasis has been given to findings at borders of the distribution range of the several beech species, e.g. northward expansion, genetic differentiation, and growth rings variation and to experiments highlighting the ecophysiological traits relevant to climate change phenomenon.

Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
The proceedings of extended abstracts will be available after 31.12.2011.

During the final discussions, an interest was raised from the Silviculture Department, University of Kastamonu, Turkey to host the next meeting in 2015. 
Background information (meeting context):
The first Beech meeting took place at 1984 in Germany. The next five meetings were also held in Europe in Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, Denmark and Ukraine, respectively. The 7th meeting was held for the first time in West Asia (Iran) following with the 8th meeting in East Asia (Japan).
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: 9th International Beech Symposium
Date and venue: 12-17 Sept. 2011, Hotel Pullman, Dresden, Germany
Meeting website: www.forst.tu-dresden.de/iufrobeech11
Number of participants: 77
Countries represented: in alphabetical order: Belgium (3), China (1), Czech Republic (3), Denmark (2), Finland (1), France (1), Germany (19), Iran (8), Italy (4), Japan (3), Lithuania (1), Poland (1), Romania (2), Serbia (4), Slovenia (10), Spain (1), Sweden (2), Switzerland (3), Turkey (4), UK (2) and USA (1).
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: Working party 1.01.07, Ecology and Silviculture of Beech
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): Institute of Silviculture and Forest Protection (Tharandt), Technische Universität Dresden, Germany
Sponsor: European Forest Institute (EFI)
Study tour(s) to:
a) Beech seeding experiment (Thanrandter Wald / S-Berg, Saxony)

b) Selection system in Plenter forests with beech (Langula, North-West Thuringia)

c) Valuable hardwood mixed stand in the Forestry District Reinhausen (South Lower Saxony)
d) Environmental monitoring in Northwest Germany (Göttinger Wald)

e) A beech thinning experiment (Forest District Münden)
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Related publications /websites:
· A collection of abstracts

· Proceedings of the symposium (which will be published until 31.12.2011)

· Pictures of the meeting (http://www.forst.tu-dresden.de/iufrobeech11/)
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

