Douglas Fir Conference

September 25th – 27th, 2012

Kostelec nad ernými lesy, near Prague, Czech Republic

Organizers: 
· Faculty of Forestry and Wood Sciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 
· Competence Centre for Wood and Forestry, 
· Public enterprise Sachsenforst 
· Supported by European Land-use Institute

Contact:

· Prof. Dr. Vilem Podrazsky, podrazsky@fld.czu.cz

· Dr. Dirk-Roger Eisenhauer, Dirk-Roger.Eisenhauer@smul.sachsen.de

Rationale

Douglas fir is one of the most promising tree species facing the challenges of (a) increasing drought risks in European silviculture through climate change and (b) increasing demands for the valuable natural resource timber. However, knowledge on Douglas fir silviculture especially on drought risk exposed sites is limited and also research on the impact of Douglas fir on forest sites and on the total ecological processes in Douglas fir dominated forest ecosystems is scattered and implies contradictory results. The conference intends therefore to enhance the knowledge exchange on the potentials and risks of Douglas fir as mixed and leading tree species in forest stands, to identify knowledge gaps and to discuss how to organize research on Douglas fir in the European context. Conference participants are encouraged to present their research and to pre-register by choosing one of the below mentioned topics:

· Topic A: Soil-ecological impact of Douglas fir on different sites compared to other tree species 
· Topic B: Specific risks in Douglas fir silviculture (site demands &#61683; root development, pests, drought / late frost resistance, resulting needs in regeneration, tending and harvesting, etc.) 
· Topic C: Plant breeding and genetics (provenances, molecular genetic differences, cloning)
