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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Algirdas Augustaitis
Function in IUFRO: Coordinator of WG 7.01.01
Email: algirdas.augustaitis(at)lzuu.lt
Name: Andrzej Bytnerowicz 
Function in IUFRO: Coordinator of RG 7.01.00
Email: abytnerowicz(at)fs.fed.us
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
The international scientific Conference “Biological Reactions of Forests to Climate Change and Air Pollution” held at Aleksandras Stulginskis University on 18 – 26 May 2012 gathered more than 200 scientists from 34 countries to share current state of knowledge and discuss scientific gaps in the understanding of the interaction of climate change and air pollution and their integrated and synergetic effects on forest ecosystems. The conference was organized by IUFRO Research Group 7.01.00 “Impacts of air pollution and climate change on forest ecosystems”, COST Action FP 0903 “Climate Change and Forest Mitigation and Adaptation in a Polluted Environment“, ENVeurope Project „Environmental quality and pressures assessment across Europe: the LTER network as an integrated and shared system for ecosystem monitoring” ICP Integrated Monitoring Task Force Meeting, North American Air Pollution Workshop, European Long-Term Ecosystem Research Network LTER-europe. Kaunas conference was the first attempt of the IUFRO RG 7.01 to promote collaboration between the forestry scientists, managers and decision makers aiming at better understanding of the biological effects of air pollution and climate with an ultimate goal of improved health, sustainability and productivity of forests in the Baltic States and worldwide. The combination of diverse programs represented at this meeting provided a holistic view of the forest environment and greatly facilitated the important knowledge exchange needed to enhance sustainable management of forests today and in the future.
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:
The following scientific sessions were organized:

a. Air pollution, climate change and forest growth

b. Atmospheric deposition, soils and nutrient cycling

c.  Forest health, methods and tools for forest monitoring” 
d. Multiple stressor effects on ecosystems

e. Environmental quality and pressures assessment under global changes

f. Genetic aspects

g. Hydroecology

h. Mechanism of action and indicatoer development
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Despite recent excellent scientific accomplishment, many knowledge gaps remain in our understanding of impacts of air pollution on climate change; climate change on spatial and temporal dynamics of environmental pollution; and interactive effects of various abiotic, biotic and management stressors on forest health & productivity, carbon sequestration, nutrient cycling, hydrology, biodiversity and risks of wildland fires. Effective international exchange of information and establishment of multinational and interdisciplinary scientific studies greatly help in improving our knowledge and closing such gaps. IUFRO provides such opportunities through its worldwide network of forestry scientists, promoting & organizing specialty conferences as well as regional and world congresses.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Proceedings of the meeting are available at: 
http://www.iufro-at-lzuu.lt/publications/abstracts-a-programme
The 26th biannual meeting of RG 7.01 entitled „Mechanisms of Action and Indicator Development“ is planned for September 1-6, 2013 and will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Background information (meeting context):
Please see program and proceedings at the website shown above.

3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: Biological Reactions of Forests to Climate Change and Air Pollution
Date and venue: 18 – 26 May 2012 Kaunas dstr., Lithuania
Meeting website: www.iufro-at-lzuu.lt
Number of participants: more than 200
Countries represented: 34 countries
Organization of the meeting:

Most of the Working Parties of RG 7.01.00 involved.
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): Aleksandras Stulginskis University
Sponsors: USDA Forest Service International Programs; ENVeurope Project, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences as well the Lithuanian Council of Science and Department of Forestry at Environmental Ministry.
Study tour(s) to :Curonian Spit National Park and Aukstaitija Integrated Monitoring Station
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):

Abstract book : http://www.iufro-at-lzuu.lt/publications/abstracts-a-programme
VIDEO presentation: http://www.iufro-at-lzuu.lt/contacts

Related publications /websites: http://www.iufro-at-lzuu.lt
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

