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Summary statement (80 words) 
For 120 years, since 1892, this is the first time any IUFRO symposium or conference was held on the territory of the Republic of Belarus. This 14th International Symposium on Legal Aspects of European Forest Sustainable Development organised by IUFRO Unite 9.06.00 and the National Academy of Science of Belarus got together during 19-21 September 2012 in the building of the National Library of Belarus researchers and practitioners from 20 countries active in forest law and environmental legislation.   

Date, IUFRO Unite, title, place, participants, countries

From 19-21 September 2012, IUFRO Unite 9.06.00 “The forest law and environmental legislation”, together with Centre of the National Academy of Science of Belarus for Biologic Resources organized the 14th International Symposium on Legal Aspects of European Forest Sustainable Development in Minsk, Republic of Belarus at National Library of Belarus and Education Centre “Lidia” (Minsk Institute of Management). This event brought together 43 participants from Burkina Faso, Japan, Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Georgia, Armenia, Turkey, Hungary, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, Slovenia, Albania, Ukraine, Czech Republic, Sweden, Austria, Finland, Russian Federation, and Republic of Belarus.  

Sponsors and logistics  

Symposium was supported by Ministry of Forestry and Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus. Sponsors were Eva Mayr-Stihl Stiftung, IUFRO, National Academy of Science of Belarus, Institute of Forest (Gomel), V.F.Kuprevich Institute of Experimental Botany (Minsk), Glubokskij experimental forestry enterprise, Central Scientific Library of the NASB Yanka Kupala, and Centre of the NASB for Biologic Resources. Logistics were supplied by National Library of Belarus (symposium hall and meal), Minsk Institute of Management (symposium hall, meal and accommodation), Autotransport State Institution “Beltransspetsavto”, RUE «Minsktipproekt» (proceedings), Nikolai Petrov and Vitaly Velent (simultaneous translation), Interlingua (technical support), OAO “8 Марта” (shirt), OAO “ЭКТБ” (backpack), “Колорадо» (badges), “Смартон” and “Чистый лист” (pens and other accessories).

Background information 
Starting with 1st International Symposium in 1998, in Ossiach, Austria, the former IUFRO 6.13.00, now 9.06.00 research group has regularly been organizing workshops to discuss legal aspects of European forest sustainable development in a non-formal and thus highly productive way, with next meeting again in Ossiach (1999) and then in Bulgaria (2001), Latvia (2002), Czech Republic (2003), Romania (2004), (Serbia) (2005), Turkey (2006), Armenia (2007), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2008), Slovakia (2009), Cyprus (2010), two sessions during the XXIIIrd IUFRO World Congress in Seoul, Republic of Korea (2010), and the previous symposium in Lithuania (2011). 
Key issues, conclusions, and outlook to future activities   
Beyond the traditional interests of 9.06.00 IUFRO Unite the 14th Symposium in 2012 had particular concerns on public-private partnerships in forestry and the forest sector as a whole, models of public forest administration, and trends in the development of the forest sector and forest policy in the present conditions in Europe. This included in-depth discussions based on the group's involvement in the ongoing procedures towards a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe. During the opening ceremony, several renowned keynote speakers addressed the audience: Mikhail Nikiforov (General director Centre of the NASB for Biological Resources), Anatolii Petrov (Rector of Russian Institute of Continuous Education in Forestry), Fiodor Lisitsa (First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Forestry of the Republic of Belarus), Galina Volchiuga (Deputy Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection), Peter HERBST (IUFRO Unit Coordinator), Ikuo Ota (Professor, Ehime University), Alexandr KovalevicH (Director of Institute of Forest), and Alexander PUHACHEUSKI (V.F.Kuprevich Institute of Experimental Botany), Fiodor BOTNARI (Vice director of Forest Agency “Moldsilva”). The main message of the opening and first working sessions referred to the need in strong policy initiative and public-private partnerships to meet rapidly increasing demands for a variety of economic, environmental, and social benefits. After 7 technical sessions with 40 oral presentations based on 44 articles published in the “Proceedings of the 14th International Symposium, Minsk, Republic of Belarus 19-21 September 2012”  and a one day field trip to “Glubokskij experimental forestry enterprise” and visit to Church of St. Anne in Mosar, the symposium closed with a claim to make real and sustainable improvements in the forest legislation, and to ensure that they are implemented in practice as one of the conditions for the European integration process.   
