Working Party 2.08.02 "Improvement and Culture of Nitrogen Fixing Trees" (NFT Working Party) was formed during the IUFRO Congress, 12-24 August 1995, at Tampere, Finland. The NFT Working Party resulted from a union between the former Casuarina and Nitrogen Fixing Trees Working Parties. It cooperates with the FACT Net Program run by Winrock International. 

The NFT Working Party is of benefit to all those who have an interest in the broad issues pertaining to the exploration and exploitation of the potential benefits of nitrogen fixing species of trees (and shrubs). The interest extends to the domestication of nitrogen fixing trees (and shrubs) for increased productivity through proper silviculture and genetic improvement, and the realisation of gains from research through practical use of developed technologies in industry as well as in farm forestry and environmental management.

Mission

The NFT Working Party may include all species of trees (and shrubs) with the capacity to fix nitrogen to assist in their survival and increase growth rate. Key areas of research and technological development covered by the NFT Working Party include:  

· exploration and identification of trees (and shrubs) with the ability to fix nitrogen in symbiotic association with micro-organisms; 

· understanding species abilities to fix nitrogen; 

· understanding the genetics of nitrogen fixing trees (and shrubs) and nitrogen fixation; 

· developing appropriate genetic improvement and management programs including conservation, breeding and silviculture for their sustainable utilisation. 

In view of the above research and technology development areas, the aims of the NFT Working Party are: 

· to provide a venue for the exchange of information and ideas among individual scientists; 

· to encourage collaborations among research organisations; 

· to promote the transfer and application of research results to industry and other users of technology (in farm forestry and in environmental management).

Strategies

To achieve the above objectives, the NFT Working Party: 

· prints an annual newsletter for members; 

· supports the holding of conferences, workshops and meetings with relevant objectives; 

· provides information on membership and makes the newsletter available on the IUFRO webpage. 

