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1. The Conference Title and Contents: “Scientific cultivation and green development to enhance the sustainability of eucalypt plantations”, covering areas: Ecological & social sustainability of eucalypt plantations, Genetics & breeding technologies, Silviculture & management, Forest health & nutrition, and Wood technology & utilization. The theme and contents were much beyond the scope of the 2.08.03 WG tasks, as similarly done in the last several conferences in Brazil, South Africa and Portugal. Before deciding the theme and contents, the conference organizer widely consulted foreign and domestic fellows, and received good feedback supporting our decision. This was the main reason for this conference to be successfully organized and supported, and attract wide attention and participation (see below).
2. The Conference Location: Zhanjiang City, Guangdong Province, China, where the first eucalypt plantation was initiated in 1950s, and the national eucalypt research centre is located.
3. The Host: The WG conference was officially hosted by the Chinese Society of Forestry and Chinese Academy of Forestry. 
4. The organizing: China Eucalypt Research Centre acted as the actual daily organizer. In addition, the local governmental authorities such as Zhanjiang City Government and some other institutions also provided assistance in organizing this conference. The scientific committee of the conference involved 16 known eucalypt scientists from 6 countries to provide scientific advice and assistance. The organizing work started from the late 2014.
5. Language: English was the conference’s official language. A well-equipped simultaneous interpretation system between English and Chinese was employed during the indoor section, considering that most of the domestic participants and some Chinese speakers were not familiar with English. The system worked very well.
6. The sponsors: Stora-Enso Guangxi (China), Australian Centre For International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), Asia Pulp & Paper (APP), China Forest Growers Association, FutureGene (China), Gondwana Genomics, and Guangdong First Agricultural and Forestry Tech Co. Ltd. Stora-Enso Guangxi was the major sponsor, and provided lots of assistance in the organizing work and field visits.
7. Indoor section (21-24 Oct 2015): 
· In total, there were 415 participants from 24 countries participated in this conferences, involving 204 institutions: 1) 37 representatives from 21 universities, 136 from research institutes; 2) 57 representatives from 35 governmental agencies; 3) 168 from forest companies; 4) 20 from 17 professional associations and news media. Among all participants, there were 106 from foreign countries.
· The conference honorable guests and participants included 1) Professor Mike Wingfield, Chairman of IUFRO; 2) Mr. Zhao Shucong, Chairman of Chinese Society of Forestry; 3) Mr. Pang Youdong, Deputy Minister of the National Forestry Administration, 4) Dr. Zhang Shougong, The President of Chinese Academy of Forestry; 5) Mr. Wang Zhongbing, Major of Zhanjiang City; and 6) Mr. Chen Junguang, Director of Guandong Province Forestry Bureau. 
· Nine known eucalypt scientists were invited to present keynote speeches at the conference, representing different areas of eucalypt research. 
· Besides the keynote speeches, the scientific committee received 118 oral presentation submissions, and 41 posters. Among the 118 submissions, 56 were selected to make oral presentation at the different sub-sessions of the indoor section.
· Five forest companies exhibited their new products and technologies.
· During the indoor section, two poster presentations were elected as the conference best posters.
· A proceedings collection of all presentation abstracts was published at the conference. After the conference, an electronic collection of the presentation documents that were approved to share among all the conference participants was also uploaded on a special folder link for freely downloading. Through the effort of Dr. Roger Arnold, the member of the scientific committee and the senior research scientist of China Eucalypt Research Centre, Australian Forestry, a known international forestry journal, agrees to publish a special issue of the conference papers in 2016. We agreed that all submissions need to be prepared and peer-reviewed in consistent with the journal requirements and standards. This special journal issue is expected to come out in the next half year of 2016.
· At the end of the indoor section, it was re-announced that the next IUFRO 2.08.03 WG conference will be hosted by CIRAD in France with a possible post-conference tour in South France, Spain and Portugal in 3 or 4 years, and Dr. Jean-Marc Bouvet from CIRAD made a brief prospective introduction.
8. Mid-Conference Field Tour (23 October 2015): visited Stora-Enso Guangxi (China) tissue-culture lab, nursery, plantations, harvesting site, etc. Stora-Enso Guangxi is one of the major commercial (eucalypt) plantation operators in China.
9. Post-Conference Tour (25-28 October 2015)
· Involved 90 participants, 43 from foreign countries and 47 from China.
· Visited Chenming Pulp & Paper, a major Chinese pulp and paper maker (Zhanjiang, Guangdong),
· The rotary cutting board mill and eucalypt plantations of Leizhou Forestry Bureau (Zhanjiang, Gaungdong), a state-own forestry enterprise first planting large-scale eucalypt trees in 1950s in China,
· Tree improvement field trials at South China Experimental Nursery (Zhanjiang, Guangdong),
· The eucalypt tissue culture factory, nursery and gene bank of Asia Pulp & Paper, an international pulp & paper making giant (Qinzhou, Guangxi),
· Guangxi Forestry Research Institute’s eucalypt plantation water use research site (Nanning, Guangxi), and,
· Domen Forest Farm, including its nursery, veneer & plywood mills, hybrid F2 trials of E. grandis and E. urophylla, spacing x fertilizing trial, progeny testing trial, clonal testing trials, provenances/families trial of E. cloeziana and E. pellita.
10. IUFRO 2.08.03 WG business meeting (the evening of 23 Oct 2015)
· Attendees included Run-Peng Wei (Hong Kong), Xie Yaojian (China), Tammy Swain (South Africa), Jose Leonardo De Moraes Goncalves (Brazil), Jean-Marc Bouvet (France), Roger Arnold (Australia and China).
· Briefly went through the present conference organizing work including the conference program, meeting venue, the simultaneous interpretation system, hotels, transports, meals etc. All were well satisfied with the organizing work.
· Dr. Roger Arnold introduced the international forest journal “Australian Forestry”, and possibility of publishing a special issue of the conference papers with this journal. (He recently confirmed that via email)
· Discussed the WG’s future direction a little bit. All realized that although the 2.08.03 WG is defined to focus on the improvement and culture of eucalypts within division 2, the unit conference that is held every 3 or 4 years was often considered by the organizers to cover wider themes. The main driving factor is to meet the increasing demand in technologies for supporting eucalypt plantation development by commercial growers. However, it seems difficult for the WG to restructure the tasks. And there was no final conclusion on this.
· The most important issue discussed is the 2.08.03 WG’s future conferences. Further confirmed that the next WG conference is hosted by CIRAD in France in 2018 or 2019, as the voting result made in the last conference (Brazil, 2011). As one of the WG traditions, the next coordinator of IUFRO 2.08.03 WG should also go to France as soon as possible. Dr. Jean-Marc Bouvet, from CIRAD, France, will be responsible for preparing and organizing the next conference in France. Therefore, Dr. Jean-Marc Bouvet is suggested to take over the office of 2.08.03 WG from Dr. Run-Peng Wei. The deputies are up to Dr. Bouvet to nominate invite.
· All business meeting attendees promised to provide assistance in promoting the next conference and other helps if necessary.
Dr Bouvet’s brief CV:
The Director of Research “A French research centre working with developing countries to tackle international agricultural and development issues” at CIRAD. He is positioned at the Biological Systems Department and joint Research Unit - 108 "Genetic improvement and adaptation of Mediterranean and tropical plants" in Montpellier, France. He got an Accreditation to supervise research (2006) at Montpellier University (UMII), (HDR), and obtained his PhD in population and quantitative genetics in 1995. His involvement in eucalyptus breeding has led him to create new varieties (clones) for developing commercial plantations.
Dr. Bouvet’s contact:
Plant genetics & forestry management
CIRAD-Biological Systems Department
Research unit "Genetic improvement and adaptation of mediterranean & tropical plants"
Campus of Lavalette TA A-108/01
34398 Montpellier Cedex 5 FRANCE
Tel: 33 (0)4 6761 4975
Fax: 33 (0)4 6761 4976
skype:jmbupr391
Web site : http://www.cirad.fr
Personal web site :
http://agents.cirad.fr/index.php/jean-marc.bouvet@cirad.fr


