IUFRO international symposium addressed “Effects of Ungulate Browsing on Forest Regeneration and Silviculture - Special implications for palatable tree species such as Abies alba” was organized in 14. – 16. October 2015 in Birmensdorf (Zürich), Switzerland. The conference was organized by the Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape Research – WSL with Dr. Andrea Kupferschmidt as the head of the organizing committee. The conference was sponsored by WSL, IUFRO Groups 1.01.09, and 1.01.12, Swiss Confederation and Federal Office for the Environment. About 70 scientists from 12 counties and 3 continents attended the symposium. 
Ungulate browsing is one of multiple factors that affect tree establishment, growth and mortality and thus both structure and species composition of forests. Tree saplings are favoured food of ungulate species, and palatable tree species like Abies alba (European silver fir), can be heavily browsed. However, measuring and monitoring the effects of ungulates on forest regeneration can be challengeable because the knowledge of the processes is still unappropriated. The conference was intended to  bring together the  knowledge on impacts of ungulate browsing on tree regeneration and forest stand dynamics, and its implications for forest management. 
The main objective of the conference was to summarize the state of knowledge on tree - ungulate interactions, with a particular emphasis on (1) measuring the impact of ungulates at the scale of the individuals to the landscape scale, in terms of stand composition, stand structure and forest dynamics, timber quality, regeneration (2) silvicultural systems to promote palatable tree species regeneration and thus mitigate ungulate effects on natural regeneration.
Several key messages about ungulate browsing were exposed: 1) wolf presence and tree logs create ‘patches of fear’ that allow tree regeneration. Expansion of wolf, lynx, and brown bear in Europe needs knowledge on predator-prey interactions in more human-dominated landscapes. 2) Increasing roe deer densities are the main driver of increasing number of collisions in European countries. Deer-vehicle collisions happen everywhere, not just in forests (browsing inventories). Additional actions like driver warning systems, fencing and deer culling are needed to decrease the number of collisions with animals. 3) Long-term studies on tree demography covering different forest types and stand structures across Europe are needed to better understand the impact of ungulates on forest regeneration. 4)Browsing sensitivity is high when the species has low height growth rates, low compensation ability reagarding tissue losses and low survival probability after browsing 5) Integrated game and forest management provide a promising approach for meeting the challenges of restricted species diversity in future forests. Decreased deer densities together with densely stocked regenerations and direct seeding promise successful further development of palatable tree species such as Abies alba.
