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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, Marxergasse 2, 1030 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Toshiaki Owari
Function in IUFRO: Deputy Coordinator of WP 1.01.09 Ecology and silviculture of fir
Email: owari@uf.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Recent achievements and future prospects of fir research in Europe were addressed in the open symposium on the first day of the conference.
b) Three keynotes were presented: 1) Abies: an overview of the firs of the world (by Aljos Farjon), 2) Species interactions, neighbourhood dynamics and complexity science: management options for North American Abies forests (by K. David Coates), and 3) Abies species in Japan, and natural stands and plantations of A. sachalinensis in Hokkaido (by Masato Shibuya).
c) Paper presentation covered the following topics: 1) Biogeography and phylogenetics of fir species, 2) Demography and mycology of fir forests, 3) Effects of ungulate browsing on fir forests, 4) Climate change and natural disturbances in fir forests, and 5) Fir forest management.
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
A total of 59 participants from different continents and from various disciplines - ecology, silviculture, management, environmental sciences and many others - were gathered in Sapporo, Japan, to “Bring Knowledge on Fir Species Together”, which was the main theme of the conference. 3 symposium lectures, 3 keynotes, 20 oral presentations in five sessions, 32 poster presentations, and two conference tours during the conference period allowed us to share scientific knowledge on different levels of biological organization of fir species and fir forests - from gene, species, and population level to the community and ecosystem level.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Both oral and poster presenters have an opportunity to submit their paper to the ‘Abies Special Issue’ of Forestry (Oxford). Deadline for the paper submission is the end of January 2017. Selected papers will also be published in a special issue of Journal of Forest Research. The next fir meeting will be held in 2018 in either Florence (Italy) or Warsaw (Poland).
Background information (meeting context):
IUFRO Working Party 1.01.09 Ecology and silviculture of fir originated from a unit focusing only on European silver fir (Abies alba Mill.). The unit now covers the whole Abies genus, including a wide range of forest communities with Abies species as their component. This is the first overall fir conference that aims to stimulate research activities and exchange of knowledge of various scientific disciplines (ecology, silviculture, management, environmental sciences and many others) related to fir species and forests across the global scale. This is also the first Abies conference which took place in Asian region.
3) Other information:

Photo 1: Group photo. Photo by Abies 2016 Local Organizing Committee.

Photo 2: Post-conference Tour. Photo by Toshiaki Owari.

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: Abies 2016: The 15th International Conference on Ecology and Silviculture of Fir
Date and venue: 21-24 September, 2016, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan

Meeting website: http://www.uf.a.u-tokyo.ac.jp/hokuen/Abies2016/index.html
Number of participants: 59
Countries represented: Austria, Canada, Czech, France, Japan, Italy, Korea, Poland, Rumania, Russia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: WP 1.01.09 Ecology and silviculture of fir
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 

Organizers:
IUFRO WP 1.01.09 Ecology and silviculture of fir

The Boreal Forest Society, Japan

Co-Organizers:
National Land Afforestation Promotion Organization

The University of Tokyo Hokkaido Forest

Sponsors:
Alumni Association of the School of Agriculture, Hokkaido University

Bousai-Chishitsu-Kougyou Co., Ltd.

Butsurin Co., Ltd.

Eirinkai

Forest Realize Co., Ltd.

FUPUNOMORI Co., Ltd.
Hokkaido Afforestation Association

Hokkaido Forest Conservation and Forest Road Association

Hokkaido Forestry Association

Hokkaido Potluck.co.,ltd

IUFRO-J

Japan Forest Technology Association

Mitsubishi Materials Corporation

This International Conference is partly supported by the 140th Founding Anniversary Fund of the Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences, The University of Tokyo. Following companies have generously donated a significant amount to the Fund: Suntory Holdings Limited, Nice Holdings, Inc., Kewpie Corporation, Asahi Group Holdings, Ltd., Kirin Company Limited, The Norinchukin Bank, Kikkoman Corporation, Lotte Co. Ltd., Gurunavi, Inc., B. E. Marubishi Co., Ltd., Nippon Paper Industries, Co. Ltd.
Study tour(s) to:
In-conference Tour:
Hokkaido Regional Breeding Office
Nopporo Forest Park
Post-conference Tour:
Daisetsuzan National Park
Lake Shikaribetsu
The University of Tokyo Hokkaido Forest
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
The conference information was announced through the websites of IUFRO, IUFRO-J, and the Boreal Forest Society. The promotion of IUFRO was done to conference participants by Andrej Bončina (Coordinator of WP 1.01.09). Reports from this conference will also be published in IUFRO-J News and other journals.
Related publications /websites:
IUFRO-J: http://www.ffpri.affrc.go.jp/labs/iufroj/
The Boreal Forest Society: http://www.agr.hokudai.ac.jp/jfs-h/
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

