Report on « MEDINSECT  2» 
A symposium on “Entomological Research in Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems”
5-9 May 2008, Estoril (Portugal)

Organized jointly by INIA-EFN (Portugal) and the University of Orléans (France), under the umbrella of IUFRO (co-sponsored by RG 7.03.00).

Organizing persons: 
Edmundo Sousa (Edmundo.Sousa@efn.com.pt)




Pedro Naves (Pedro.Naves@efn.com.pt)



François Lieutier (francois.lieutier@univ-orleans.fr) 
42 participants representing 13 countries among which 2 from outside the Mediterranean basin.
After Rabat in 2002, it was the second meeting of that group which does not correspond to any IUFRO Working Party yet. The program included oral communications (42), posters (10) and visits in forests (mainly Cork-oak and Maritime pine, south of Lisbon).

After a welcome address given by E. Sousa, the scientific meeting opened with presentations of the MEDINSECT group and of IUFRO by F. Lieutier. There were four sessions, each of them opening with an invited presentation. Session one “Insect biodiversity and population genetics” was introduced by an invited lecture given by G. Roux-Morabito, J. Rousselet and C. Kerdelhué on “The role of host tree in shaping the genetic structure of insect populations”. Session two “Impact of emerging and exotic pests” begun with the invited presentation “Perspectives on the entomological research in the Mediterranean pine, oak, and Eucalyptus forest ecosystems of North and Central America” given by T. Paine. The invited presentation “Role of host tree in shaping the population dynamics of forest insects” by P. Niemela and T. Veteli opened the third session “Insect biology and relation with host trees”. The forth session “Forest decline, insect control and forestry practices” was introduced by the invited presentation “State and peculiarities of Mediterranean forests with regards to insect pests” by C. Villemant. The field visits allowed taking the dimension of the pinewood nematode problem in Portugal and its risk for the rest of Europe, and to largely discuss the Cork-Oak dieback that presently occurs in several Mediterranean countries.
As for the first meeting and in spite of a diversity of geographic origins among the participants, the presentations revealed a real identity of scientific interests, thus demonstrating the coherence of the group and justifying the focusing of the meeting on insects, while extending it at different kinds of Mediterranean ecosystems. Discussions involving most participants allowed large exchanges of information.
During the general conclusions, a rapid weighing up of the activities of the MEDINSECT group revealed that cooperative researches had been initiated as consequences of the first meeting in Rabat and that several new cooperative initiatives were also built up during the second meeting in Estoril. The group has recommended favoring exchanges between the south and the north rim of the Mediterranean Sea, while focusing these exchanges on young scientists. Although the number of participants was relatively limited, over 80 people from different parts of the world had previously indicated their interest for the topics of MEDINSECT. The participants co-agreed that becoming an IUFRO WP would be beneficial for the group by making it better known by the world scientific community. The MEDINSECT group has decided to meet now every 3 years, alternating meetings on the north and the south rim of the Mediterranean Sea. It has been suggested that the third meeting could be held in May 2011 in Tunisia.
