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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

:

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Prof. Donato Chiatante
Function in IUFRO: Member of Task Force: “Forest Adaptation and Restoration under Global Change”
Email: donato.chiatante@uninsubria.it
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
During the congress the discussion has analyzed the following issues: 

a) Conceptual Introduction to Forest Adaptation and Restoration
b) Examples of Forest Adaptation/Restoration Measures applied in Mediterranean forests 
c) Scientific and technological advancements to be adopted to achieve a sustainable forest restoration
d) Political, social, and economical implications related to forest restoration activities
e) Forest restoration, landscape management, and ecosystem services
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
During the congress a high number of study cases have been presented where different type of Mediterranean forests have been subjected to various management  approaches in order to achieve their adaptation and restoration. In particular, it has been stressed that any measure selected must play a positive role in the economic context of the population living in that specific area. The results of these measures have been analyzed comparatively and the study cases examined referred to a high number of nations surrounding the Mediterranean sea (from Spain all the way to Morocco). From the overall discussion it has emerged a number of key-messages to be disseminated such as the need to strengthen before starting any forest restoration activity the relation existing between forest practitioners, population, and policy makers. Only by ensuring that any forest activity is accepted in advance by the people and it is guided by the public and private institutions it will be possible to make a successful operation.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
A report of this congress will be presented during the next meeting of the Italian Society of Forest Restoration. The key-issues discussed during this congress in regard of the attempt done in recent years to restore Mediterranean Forests will be presented in the coming September 2017 during the Freiburg meeting organized to celebrate the 125 anniversary of IUFRO foundation.
Background information (meeting context):
Forests localized today around the Mediterranean Basin represent an interesting example of what the anthropological influence of civilization can produce in terms of: deforestation, adaptation, assisted migration, fragmentation. In this area of the Earth ii is almost impossible to find a natural forest after several millennia of human activity which have initially based all its most important economical income from the forest products. Despite this intense use, the highest number of recently planted forests in the Mediterranean Basin represent almost completely a necessary intervention aimed to repair the forest destruction/damage due to WWII conflict. For this reason it has been important to analyze all the problems, and make a comparative analysis of what has been realized in the different nations spread in this area. Furthermore it has been important to make a comparative analysis of some forest restoration activity which has been realized in another continent (Chile) characterized by the presence of the similar Mediterranean vegetation.
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: Sustainable restoration of Mediterranean forests
Date and venue: 19-21 April 2017
Meeting website: https://www.palermocongress2017.com/
Number of participants:120
Countries represented:
Extra-Europe: Stati Uniti, Cile, Giappone, Marocco, Turchia, Algeria , Serbia, Israele.

Europe: Italia, Germania, Bosnia - Herzegovina, Spagna, Francia, Danimarca, Grecia
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved:

Task Force: "Forest Adaptation and Restoration under Global Change"; Research Group 1.06 - Restoration of Degraded Sites: Task Force: "Climate change and forest health"; Research Group 3.02 - Stand establishment and treatment
Host organizations:

Institutions cooperating with IUFRO in the organization were: SIRF (Italian Society for Forest Restoration); SBI (Società Botanica Italiana); Università di Palermo, Università della Tuscia, Università dell’Insubria, Accamedia Italiana di Scienze Forestali.

Sponsors: 

MIPAAF(Ministero Italiano delle politiche agricole, alimentary e forestali; ISPRA (Istituto Superiore Per la Protezione e la Ricerca Ambientale); Bioversity International; Consiglio dell’Ordine Nazionale dei Dottori Agronomi e dei Dottori Forestali; Regione Siciliana; Assemblea Regionale Siciliana; Città di palermo, Città Metropolitana di Palermo; Fondazione Internazionale Pro Herbario Mediterraneo. 

Study tour(s) to:
Ficuzza Forest a natural reserve (70 participants)
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
A round-table named” Mediterranean forests: Guidelines for Adaptive Measures” has been organized during the second day of the congress. The participants to such a round table have been foresters and representative of national and regional institutions. Practical problems raising during reforestation activities have been discussed.
All scientific activities done during the congress have been recorded by a number of local and regional television networks with interviews with some invited speakers released during the main news programmes.
A summary of the congress discussion will be sent to all participants and to all the organizing institutions and sponsors.
Related publications /websites:
A copy of this summary will be posted on the congress website. A number of oral presentation will be selected by the scientific committee of the congress to be published by the end of the year 2017 as a special issue of the Plant Biosystems, and international journal published by Taylor-Francis
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Legend:
Prof. Donato Chiatante chairs the congress session within the beautiful “Mattarella Room” in the “Norman Palace” of Palermo (1072 AD).
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Legend

Excursion post-congress in the “Ficuzza Forest” a natural reserve characterized by the presence of: Quercus ilex, Quercus suber, Quercus pubescens, and the endemic Quercus gussonei. De-fragmentation of the oak forest has been achieved by planting Fraxinus excelsior, Acer campestre, Castanea sativa, and Celtis asperrima.
Copyright

Dott. Mattia Terzaghi
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
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