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Fuchu Tokyo, Japan, October 22-26, 2017
By Makoto Watanabe, Deputy Coordinator of Working Party 7.01.05 - Modelling and risk assessment 
and conference organizer of IUFRO Tokyo, and
Elena Paoletti, Coordinator of Working Group 7.01.00

Meeting website: http://web.tuat.ac.jp/~iufro-tokyo2017/Home.html
The 28th IUFRO conference for Specialists in Air Pollution and Climate Change Impacts on Forest Ecosystems: “Actions for Sustainable Forest Ecosystems under Air Pollution and Climate Change” was held in Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, Fuchu, Tokyo, Japan on October 22-26, 2017. The conference was financially supported by IUFRO-Japan. It was a successful meeting with 72 participants from 16 countries. The total number of presentation was 63 (oral 37 and poster 26). For the first time, the conference was organized back-to-back with the Asian Air Pollution Workshop.
The conference aimed to offer a unique possibility to discuss the most up to dated actions for improving the sustainability of forests under the impacts of air pollution and climate change, to share the current state of knowledge on scientific gaps in the understanding of the interactions of climate change, air pollution and forest ecosystems, and to discuss research priorities and challenges for future research. A main focus was on air pollution in East Asia, in particular the impacts of tropospheric ozone and nitrogen deposition, and on climate change impacts (e.g. heat and drought) on growth and carbon sequestration of forests. Novel subjects e.g. effects of black carbon on tree physiology or impacts of global changes on pollination, were also presented. Monitoring, modelling and research subjects were presented. There was also the possibility to discuss urban forest issues, herbivory, heavy metals, hydrology, and biogenic volatile organic compounds.
The sessions of conference 
The conference comprised of the following six sessions,
1. Asian forest ecosystem under changing environment 

Chaired by He Shang and Takeshi Izuta 
2. Developing detection, monitoring and evaluation
Chaired by Algirdas Augustaitis and Hiroyuki Sase
3. Ecophysiological and genetic understanding of plant responses
Chaired by Zhaozhong Feng and Takayoshi Koike
4. Water and nutrient cycles in forest ecosystems
Chaired by Makoto Watanabe and Genki Katata
5. Modelling and risk assessment
Chaired by Alessandra De Marco and Pierre Sicard
6. Forest ecosystems under multiple stressors
Chaired by Mikhail Kozlov and Rocio Alonso del Amo
This conference covered wide aspects of the impacts of air pollution and climate change on forest ecosystems. Constructive and fruitful discussions across scientists with different background were developed in the all presentations. 
Awards
The IUFRO award 2017 for achievements in air pollution and climate change impacts on forest ecosystems was awarded to Prof. Takayoshi Koike, from Hokkaido University in Japan, as recognition of his outstanding merits as a scientist and as a mentor of young scientists. 
The best poster award, Bill Manning Award, was awarded to the best poster presentation given by a young scientist as presenter. As a result of voting by all attendees during the poster session in the evening of 23 October, Elisa Carrari (Institute for Sustainable Plant Protection, Italian National Research Council) was selected as best poster award. She awarded from Takeshi Izuta, chair of the local organizer committee during the closing remarks at the end of the conference on 25 October 2017.
Scientific Excursions
The conference held two scientific excursions, Man-made forest in Meiji-shrine (afternoon of 22 October) and Mt. Fuji and surrounding forest (from evening of 25 to 26 October). The man-made forest in Meiji-shrine was carefully planned as an “eternal” man-made forest using natural regeneration methods in 150 years ago. The participants walked through the forest under a typhoon and learnt about the history of the afforestation.  In the post conference excursion to Mt. Fuji and surrounding forest, we visited several types of forest including forest close to the timber line, climax forest with broad-leaved winter-deciduous and evergreen confers, and pure pine forest.

Future activity
Proceedings will be published after peer-review in two international journals, Journal of Plant Research and Journal of Agricultural Meteorology.
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