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The Global Forest Expert Panel (GFEP) on Forests and Water convened for its second meeting 
from 18-20 October 2017 at the campus of the University of Leeds in Leeds, United Kingdom. 
Eighteen participants, including fifteen Panel Members and the GFEP team attended the 
meeting. Irena Creed, Co-Chair of the Panel, together with GFEP Coordinator Christoph 
Wildburger, moderated the meeting. A full list of participants can be found in Annex II of the 
minutes.  
 
 
1) Opening of the meeting 
Document: Draft Agenda (GFEP FW 2nd Panel Meeting) 

Christoph Wildburger, GFEP Coordinator, opened the meeting and delivered brief welcoming 
remarks behalf of the GFEP initiative and the International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO) as the lead agency of GFEP in the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
(CPF). He gave the floor to Joseph Holden, Director of water@leeds and Pro-Dean for Research 
and Innovation at the Faculty of Environment of the University of Leeds. Mr Holden presented 
the university’s work on the topic of forests and water and welcomed the participants as the 
host of the meeting.  

In the introductory remarks, Christoph Wildburger introduced the GFEP team, described the 
agenda of the meeting as well as the organization of work during the meeting.  

 
2) Brief introduction of participants 

Participants introduced themselves in a tour de table. Andre Purret, GFEP project manager, 
conveyed regrets from several invited Panel Members who were not able to attend the 
meeting in person. He informed the participants that the other Co-Chair of the Panel, Meine 
van Noordwijk unfortunately had a conflicting commitment, but will be connected to parts of 
the meeting virtually. The list of participants, annexed to the minutes, also includes the names 
and contacts of non-participating Panel Members.  
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3) Overview on state of the assessment 

Irena Creed, Co-Chair of the Panel, gave a brief presentation on the current status of the 
assessment. She stressed the importance of focusing on national and transnational issues, 
since the main audience for the assessment report were stakeholders in international policy 
negotiations. She confirmed that the main task of the Expert Panel was to make expert 
judgements based on scientific evidence for consideration by decision-makers, rather than to 
advocate specific positions. She noted that the assessment needed to be comprehensive, as 
bold as possible, and forward looking. It should address the full hydrological cycle and all types 
of vegetation with trees, and the Panel is expected to take stock of both the established 
concepts as well as emerging ideas.  

The moderator also suggested a process for addressing any controversial thematic issues that 
were emerging. It was agreed to use “confidence-terms” as the approach for seeking 
agreement on the most critical and controversial issues. Controversial issues identified were 
mainly related to the significance of precipitation recycling in water budgets, terminology and 
definitions (e.g. “blue, green, grey and rainbow water”), effects of afforestation/reforestation 
on water quantity, payments for ecosystem services (PES) and their effectiveness.  

Finally, the Co-Chair gave an overview of the recent changes in the roles of authors 
(Coordinating Lead Authors, Lead Authors, and Contributing Authors). She also noted the 
importance of improving communication in the future and renewing commitments from all 
authors and their chapter teams.  

 
4) Presentations from chapter teams by CLAs, followed by general discussion on draft texts 

and chapter alignment 

The Co-Chair asked all Coordinating Lead Authors to present the progress of their chapters, 
including recent changes, challenges and envisioned next steps. The presentations were 
followed by an open discussion.  

Participants discussed, inter alia, the organization of work in chapters as well as the system for 
managing the references of the draft texts. As a result, it was decided to move the work of the 
chapter teams to Google Docs, so that all Panel Members could easily get an overview of the 
progress made in other chapters, and organize the drafting of texts in chapter teams more 
efficiently. The GFEP team asked all Coordinating Lead Authors to set up the working 
documents in Google Docs platform, so that a folder with all chapter links could be distributed 
to the Panel Members.  

Regarding the reference managing system, it was decided that the authors should start using 
Mendeley free reference manager. Many Panel Members were using it already and it seemed 
to fulfil the needs of the chapter teams. It would also be beneficial for the editors and the 
editing process if all chapters used a common system and platform.  

Participants also discussed the use of literature, both peer reviewed and grey literature. It was 
agreed that grey literature could be used, provided that it is accessible/available for everyone 
and its reliability has been assessed.  
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5) General discussion on cross-cutting issues  

This agenda item was used to further discuss controversial issues, mainly the significance of 
rainfall recycling. Based on the Co-Chair’s proposal, the participants assessed the 
quantity/quality of evidence as well as the level of agreement in the scientific community to 
show the variation of confidence levels in the Panel. As a result, common ground as well as the 
majority’s view was made visible. It was agreed to use confidence terms in presenting these 
topics in the assessment report, and, while using the majority view as guidance for the 
assessment, to always show the minorities views. 
 

6) Break-out groups 

The Co-Chair proposed to continue the work in chapter teams and asked contributors to 
specific chapters to group themselves and start discussing the further development of 
chapters. Chapter teams started to discuss and revise their drafts. A group including most of 
the CLAs was formed to advance the work on “scenarios” which was to be used as common 
thread throughout the report and chapters. 
 

7) Reporting back from break-out groups 

The moderator asked break-out groups to report on the outcomes of their work to the plenary.  
 

8) Discussion of issues arising 

The Panel discussed controversial thematic issues and potential emerging issues, including the 
conceptual approaches and overlaps among chapters.  
 

9) Break-out groups 

Chapter teams continued to work on their chapter drafts.   
 

10) Reporting back from break-out groups 

The moderator asked chapter groups, including the group on “scenarios”, to report on 
progress made. The Panel agreed to continue working on chapter texts. It was agreed that all 
those Panel Members who could not attend the meeting, would learn about the changes and 
decisions taken in Leeds from their chapter groups. CLAs will be responsible for informing all 
authors in their chapter teams.  

 
11) Organization of work 

The Co-Chair informed the participants about the next steps in the assessment process. Based 
on the suggestion by the Co-Chairs and the GFEP team, the timetable of the assessment was 
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revised. In order to give more time to authors for drafting the texts, it was suggested to switch 
around the editing and peer review process. According to the revised timeline, all Lead Authors 
are responsible to turn in their parts/sections of chapters to their CLAs by 30 November. The 
CLAs will then finalize their chapters latest by 15 December and turn them in to the GFEP team.  

The editing process will then be started, followed by an editing meeting from 15-16 January, 
2018, back to back with the 3rd Expert Panel Meeting from 17-19 January, 2018 in Vienna, 
Austria. The GFEP team also informed the meeting participants about the confirmed date and 
location of the 3rd meeting of the Expert Panel on Forests and Water (17-19 January, 2018 in 
Vienna, Austria) and that the meeting would be kindly hosted by The Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management (BMLFUW) in Austria.  

The editing process will then continue after the 3rd Panel meeting until 20 February 2018. The 
peer review process will take place from 21 February – 15 March 2018. Concurrently, the co-
Chairs and the GFEP team will work on the Conclusions chapter as well as on the Policy Brief. 
Coordinating Lead Authors will receive the consolidated peer review comments by 21 March.  

The final revision of chapters, taking into account peer review comments, takes place until 11 
April 2018 - the ultimate final deadline for all chapter texts. The final editing and proofreading 
takes place until 30 April, so that the report can go to layout editing from 1 May 2018 onwards.  

The moderators stressed the importance of these timelines and urged the attending Panel 
Members to meet the respective deadlines. The full revised timetable of the GFEP assessment 
(Annex I of the minutes), will be sent out by the GFEP team following the meeting.   

Coordinating Lead Authors will be reminded after the meeting to update their chapter teams 
about the changes and outcomes of the meeting; to confirm the involvement/contributions 
from all authors in the chapter teams; to establish Google Docs for all chapters and use it for 
working on the draft texts; to start using Mendeley reference managing software; and to 
ensure that their draft chapter texts are delivered by 15 December 2017 to the GFEP team.  

All Panel Members will be contacted after the meeting and asked to confirm their 
contributions to/sign-ups in chapters, and reminded to turn in their chapter sections/parts to 
the CLAs by the deadline of 30 November 2017.  

Additionally, the GFEP team will set up two e-mail forwarders/mailing lists to facilitate the 
communication between authors: 1) one including all Expert Panel Members, and 2) one for 
the group of CLAs. All Contributing Authors need to be additionally involved in the 
communication by the responsible CLAs, as needed. Furthermore, it was noted that any 
communication on the content of the chapters and regarding the draft texts must be kept 
within the GFEP Panel and the authors of the report, and not shared with any third parties.  

 
12) Closing remarks 

On behalf of the Co-Chairs of the Panel, Irena Creed as the moderator of the meeting thanked 
participants for their hard work during the meeting. On behalf of IUFRO and the GFEP team, 
Christoph Wildburger conveyed his appreciation for everyone’s commitment and looked 
forward to meeting the participants in the 3rd Expert Panel Meeting, and closed the meeting.  
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ANNEX I: The revised timetable of the assessment 
 

2nd meeting of the Expert Panel on Forests and Water (Leeds, UK)  18-20 October 2017 

Deadline for Lead Authors to send final texts to CLAs 30 November 2017 

CLA meeting, if needed December 2017 

Final draft of chapters from Chapter CLAs for editing 15 December 2017 

Editing of the Assessment Report 
2 January – 20 February 
2018 

Editorial meeting 15–16 January 2018 

3rd meeting of the Expert Panel on Forests and Water (Vienna, 
Austria) 

17-19 January 2018 

Peer review of chapters 21 February – 15 March 

Development of conclusions and Policy Brief February/March 2018 

Review comments to CLAs 21 March  

Final revision of the chapters 21 March - 11 April  

Deadline for final text of all chapters 11 April 

Final editing/proofreading 12 – 30 April 2018 

Layout of the Assessment Report and Policy Brief May 2018 

UNFF 13 (New York) – advertise study/present emerging results May 2018 

Printing and shipping of the Report and Policy Brief June 2018 

UN High-Level Political Forum (HLPF 2018) on Sustainable 
Development 2018 (New York), review of SDGs 6, 7, 11, 12 and 15: 
Launch of the report and presentation of results 

9-18 July 2018 

FAO Committee on Forestry (COFO 24), Rome, IT – present results 16-20 July 2018 

World Water Week 2018 (Stockholm, Sweden), theme: ‘Water and 
Waste: Reduce and Reuse’ - present results 

End of summer 2018 
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ANNEX II: List of Participants 
 
Emma Archer 
CSIR chief researcher 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
CSIR Natural Resources & the Environment        
Building 1, cnr Carlow & Rustenburg Roads, Melville 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
E-mail: EArcher@csir.co.za, emma.archer@wits.ac.za  
 
Kevin Bishop 
Pro Vice-Chancellor for Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 
Professor at the Department of Aquatic Sciences and Assessment 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, SLU 
P.O. Box 7070, SE-750 07 Uppsala, Sweden 
E-mail: kevin.bishop@slu.se  
 
Marius Claassen 
Principal Scientist and Research Group Leader 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
PO Box 395, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa 
E-mail: mclaasse@csir.co.za  
 
Irena Creed  
Canada Research Chair, Watershed Sciences 
Professor, Department of Biology 
Department of Geography and Department of Earth Sciences 
Western University 
1151 Richmond Street, London, Ontario 
N6A5B7, Canada 
E-mail: icreed@uwo.ca, irena.creed@usask.ca  
 
David Ellison 
External Expert Consultant 
6340, Baar, Switzerland 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 
SE-901 83 Umeå, Sweden 
E-mail: ellisondl@gmail.com  
 
Mark Gush 
Research Group Leader: Hydrosciences 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
CSIR, Natural Resources and Environment 
11 Jan Celliers St. Stellenbosch 
7600, South Africa  
E-mail: mgush@csir.co.za 
 

mailto:EArcher@csir.co.za
mailto:emma.archer@wits.ac.za
mailto:kevin.bishop@slu.se
mailto:mclaasse@csir.co.za
mailto:icreed@uwo.ca
mailto:irena.creed@usask.ca
mailto:ellisondl@gmail.com
mailto:mgush@csir.co.za
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Stephanie Mansourian 
GFEP editor 
Consultant – Environment and Development 
36 Mont d’Eau du Milieu 
1276 Gingins, Switzerland 
E-mail: smansourian@infomaniak.ch 
 
Julia Martin-Ortega 
Associate Professor of Ecological Economics 
Sustainability Research Institute 
School of Earth and Environment 
University of Leeds 
LS2 9JT, Leeds UK 
E-mail: J.MartinOrtega@leeds.ac.uk  
 
Steven G. McNulty 
Director, USDA Southeast Regional Climate Hub 
920 Main Campus, Dr. Venture Center 2, Suite 300 
Raleigh, NC 27606, United States 
E-mail: smcnulty@fs.fed.us 
 
Aditi Mukherji 
Theme Leader, Water and Air 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) 
Khumaltar, Lalitpur, Kathmandu, Nepal 
E-mail: aditi.mukherji@icimod.org 
 
Daniel Murdiyarso 
Professor, Department of Geophysics and Meteorology 
Bogor Agricultural University (IPB) 
Principal Scientist, Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
Jalan CIFOR, Situ Gede 
Bogor, 16115, Indonesia 
E-mail: d.murdiyarso@cgiar.org 
 
Paola Ovando Pol 
PostDoc researcher 
Swiss Federal Institute for Aquatic Science and Technology (Eawag) 
Department of Environmental Social Sciences (FC F20) 
Überlandstrasse 133 
8600 Dübendorf, Switzerland 
E-mail: paola.ovandopol@eawag.ch 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:smansourian@infomaniak.ch
mailto:J.MartinOrtega@leeds.ac.uk
mailto:smcnulty@fs.fed.us
mailto:aditi.mukherji@icimod.org
mailto:d.murdiyarso@cgiar.org
mailto:paola.ovandopol@eawag.ch
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Andre Purret 
GFEP Project Manager 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) 
Marxergasse 2 
A-1030 Vienna, Austria 
E-mail: purret@iufro.org  
 
Caroline A. Sullivan 
Professor of Environmental Economics and Policy 
School of Environment, Science and Engineering 
Southern Cross University 
PO Box 157, Lismore, NSW 2480, Australia 
E-mail: caroline.sullivan@scu.edu.au  
 
Bhaskar Vira 
Director, University of Cambridge Conservation Research Institute 
Professor of Political Economy  
Fellow of Fitzwilliam College 
Department of Geography, University of Cambridge 
Cambridge, UK 
E-mail: bv101@cam.ac.uk 
 
Xiaohua (Adam) Wei 
Professor of Forest Hydrology 
Earth, Environmental and Geographical Sciences 
University of British Columbia (Okanagan campus) 
1177 Research Road, 309 Science Building 
Kelowna, BC, V1V 1V7, Canada 
E-mail: adam.wei@ubc.ca  
 
Christoph Wildburger 
GFEP Coordinator, Consultant 
Environmental Policy and Natural Resource Management 
Lilienbrunngasse 18/2/52 
1020 Vienna, Austria  
E-mail: office@wildburger.cc  
 
Jianchu Xu 
Professor, Kunming Institute of Botany 
Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Regional Coordinator - East and Central Asia 
World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
E-mail: jxu@mail.kib.ac.cn, J.C.Xu@cgiar.org  
 
 
 
 

mailto:purret@iufro.org
mailto:caroline.sullivan@scu.edu.au
mailto:bv101@cam.ac.uk
mailto:adam.wei@ubc.ca
mailto:office@wildburger.cc
mailto:jxu@mail.kib.ac.cn
mailto:J.C.Xu@cgiar.org
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Regrettably could not participate in the meeting:  
 
Juan A. Blanco 
Senior Researcher 
Dep. Ciencias del Medio Natural 
Universidad Pública de Navarra.  
Campus de Arrosadia, Pamplona, Navarra, 31006 Spain 
Email: juan.blanco@unavarra.es  
 
John Mwangi Gathenya 
Professor 
Department of Soil, Water and Environmental Engineering 
Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology 
Agricultural Engineering Building (AEB) 
Juja Campus, Nairobi, Kenya 
E-mail: mgathenya@yahoo.com, j.m.gathenya@jkuat.ac.ke  
 
Dipak Gyawali 
Chair 
Nepal Water Conservation Foundation 
Pragya (Academician) 
Nepal Academy of Science and Technology 
Khumaltar, Lalitpur, Nepal 
E-mail: dipakgyawali@ntc.net.np, dipakgyawali.dg@gmail.com   
 
Richard J. Harper 
Chair in Sustainable Water Management 
Leader Agriculture, School of Veterinary and Life Sciences 
Murdoch University 
South Street, Murdoch, 6150, Western Australia 
E-mail: R.Harper@murdoch.edu.au  
 
Julia A. Jones 
Professor and Director, Ecosystem Informatics IGERT 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences (CEOAS) 
Oregon State University 
104 CEOAS Administration Building 
Corvallis, OR 97331-5503, United States 
E-mail: jonesj@geo.oregonstate.edu  
 
Meine van Noordwijk 
Chief Science Advisor 
Southeast Asia Regional Office, World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
Jalan CIFOR, Situ Gede 
Bogor, 16115, Indonesia 
E-mail: m.vannoordwijk@cgiar.org  
 

mailto:juan.blanco@unavarra.es
mailto:mgathenya@yahoo.com
mailto:j.m.gathenya@jkuat.ac.ke
mailto:dipakgyawali@ntc.net.np
mailto:dipakgyawali.dg@gmail.com
mailto:R.Harper@murdoch.edu.au
mailto:jonesj@geo.oregonstate.edu
mailto:m.vannoordwijk@cgiar.org
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Esther Mwangi 
Principle Scientist and Team Leader, Nairobi Hub 
Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Email: e.mwangi@cgiar.org  
 
Ina Porras 
Senior researcher - environmental economics 
International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) 
80-86 Gray's Inn Road 
London, WC1X 8NH, UK 
E-mail: ina.porras@iied.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:e.mwangi@cgiar.org
mailto:ina.porras@iied.org

