A century of national forest inventories – informing past, present and future decisions
Hold the date

20. – 24. May 2019, Oslo, Norway

Participants arrive 19. May

Keynotes and a call for papers will be announced separately.
Background and aims
It was almost 100 years ago when the first national forest inventory (NFI) was established in 1919. Objectives, techniques, and resources in the NFIs have evolved during this period to be able to provide answers to the society. From decision support on national, regional or local forest policy, to international reporting under the Climate Convention, or forest health monitoring, the societal requirements (and challenges) on the NFIs are getting broader. 
We would like to take this unique opportunity to celebrate the first 100 years of history of the NFIs by bringing together researchers and practitioners with an interest in forest monitoring, to reflect on the passed challenges, the lessons learned, and to improve future large-scale forest and landscape inventory programs.

On NFIs
NFIs provide information on natural resources for informed decisions on a variety of scales. NFI data are today used for example for supporting decisions on national and regional forest policy, for international reporting under the Climate Convention, and for investment decisions of large timber processing companies. The first NFI was begun in 1919 in Norway on the backdrop of the fear of over-exploitation of timber resources. Finland, Sweden, and the USA started their NFI programs in the 1920s. Debates on acid rain in the 1980s were a trigger for initiating NFIs in central Europe. In the recent years, climate change (REDD+) was one of the main reasons for the establishment of new NFIs, especially in developing countries while most developed countries have regular NFI programs. While monitoring sustainability is still a major component, NFIs today have a much wider focus and also monitor forest health, ecological indices such as biodiversity and many other ecosystem services of landscapes in general.
Contact

Johannes Breidenbach, Johannes.Breidenbach@nibio.no (Head of the Scientific Committee)
Aksel Granhus, Aksel.Granhus@nibio.no (Head of the Organizing Committee)

List of possible topics and tentative schedule

Sunday evening: Icebreaker

-Mingling in posters area
Day 1: Improving future NFIs by learning from the past
-100 years Norwegian NFI
-What can we learn from historic data and long time series?
-History of forest sampling techniques
-History of measurement devices

-History of remote sensing in NFIs
-How did and do NFIs contribute to major debates like acid rain (“forest dieback”) and others?
-How do NFIs contribute to major debates like climate change?

Day 2: NFIs today and in the future
-Importance of international cooperation – FAO, ENFIN, SNS, and others
-Policy, regulations, funding, education

-Sampling designs in various NFIs
-Newly established NFIs in the context of REDD+
-How are NFI data used today?
-Use of NFI data in research (e.g. modelling risk, growth and yield studies, climate change)

-Informing critical environmental issues by monitoring biodiversity and other ecological aspects
-Techniques for greenhouse gas inventories
[Gala dinner]

Day 3: Cutting edge and futuristic inventory techniques and technologies
-NFIs and FMIs – pathways to a fruitful synergy?
-Evolution of NFIs from forest to landscape inventories
-Remote sensing and sampling methods
-New sensors and satellite missions

-Dissemination of forest inventory data

-Value of information
-informing precision forestry

-New field measurement devices (TLS, photogrammetry, etc.)

Day 4: Field excursion

-Field crews from Sweden, Finland, and Norway, (and possibly others); showing plot measurements close to each other. Ca. 30 min per country. Audience is split in several groups.

-Visit of sites where remnants of historic forest management still shapes the landscape with expert guides
-Visit of one of the first sampling lines

