2012 International Live Wood Carving Show and Competition (China-AESEN) 


The 2012 International Live Woodcarving Show and Competition (China-ASEAN region) was held in the International Conference and Exhibition Center in Nanning City of China on Nov. 16-18.

The contest was organized by the International Wood Culture Society and co-organized by the China-ASEAN Expo Secretariat, Guangxi University, and Center for China- ASEAN Study of Guangxi University of Nationalities, and supported by China National Forest Products Industry Association and IUFRO-Division 5. 
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The contest was organized by the International Wood Culture Society and co-organized by the China-ASEAN Expo Secretariat, Guangxi University, and Center for China- ASEAN Study of Guangxi University of Nationalities.  
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Eight wood artists participated in this competition--  He Hanlin, the representative heir of woodcarving on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Guangdong Province; Yin Dequan , representative heir of woodcarving on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Yunnan Province; Guo Lifeng, master of crafts in Fujian Province; Wu Haibin, national senior technician from Fujian Province; Liu Xiaoping, master of crafts in Zhejiang Province; Yang Huachun, vice chair of the Boxwood Carving Center at the Crafts and Art Center in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province; renowned Indonesian artisan Legiman Arya; and famous Malaysian artisan Abd. Muhaimin Hasbollah.
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Their works came in various themes and styles. Some were historical figures, while some others animals or vegetables; some looked realistic and others more expressionist. Different styles were employed, such as sculpture, openwork carving, and delicate carving.
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The artists did marvelous works. As representative heir of woodcarving on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage, He Hanlin and Yin Dequan demonstrated local cultures of Chaozhou and Jianchuan with their extraordinary carving skills. Wu Haibin used his quasi-Chinese painting techniques to carve out the charm of autumn. On the other hand, Liu Xiaoping worked with used materials, emphasizing his innovative attempts.
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Moreover, Yang Huachun sophisticatedly depicted the spirit and inner world of his carved figure, whereas the Indonesian artisan Legiman Arya used modern tools to simplify the process and portrayed the image of a horse leaping out of water.

The crowds, attracted by the artists’ engaging look and outstanding crafting skills, watched and stayed for interactions with the artisans.
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The judges for this competition were as follows: Feng Wentu, a Chinese craft master and national representative heir for woodcarving on the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage; Yang Jinrong, chair of the Hongmu Culture and Art Center of the Crafts and Art Association in Jiangsu; and finally Ye Ping, vice chair of the Guangxi University Art Academy.

After three days of demonstration and cultural interactions, the result of the competition was announced. He Hanlin and Yin Dequan received the Best Heritage Prize, while Liu Xiaoping and Yang Huachun won the Best Achievement in Innovation. On the other hand, Wu Haibin and Abd. Muhaimin Hasbollah received the Best Achievement in Craftsmanship, whereas Guo Lifeng and Legiman Arya won the Best Achievement in Design for their masterpieces. 
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(words:Wang Peiwen, Xie Jiarou, Photo：Wang Peiwen,Chen Dongming,Xu Zhifu)

