Summary for 2010 International Wood Culture Symposium 
-- Ancient Wood Preservation, Restoration and Ancient Wood Cultural Industry 
2010 International Wood Culture Symposium on ancient wood preservation, restoration and ancient wood cultural industry took place in Yangling, Shaanxi Province from 23 – 24 October 2010. The event was sponsored by International Wood Culture Society (IWCS), co-organized by Northwest A & F University and IWCS China, and supported by IUFRO.
This year's symposium continues the spirit of previous meetings -- cultural heritage: the past, present and future. Themes of the Conference are as following (1)  Ancient wood humanism spirit, (2) Ancient wood identification, (3) Value of ancient timber and its uses and craftsmanship, (4)  Ancient wood cultural industry, (5) Conservation and restoration of ancient wood cultural heritage. The event was supported by IUFRO Division 5 with more than 100 representatives from 11 countries attending the symposium from organizations of research, education, industry, literature, art, archeology, history, cultural relic preservation, industry associations and other related departments. IUFRO Division 5 Dr. Andrew Wong addressed the meeting and made a presentation as well. 

Thirty-one invited speakers made wonderful speeches in eight sessions. The content of the speeches includes but not limited to the following: the present situation of research on fossil woods of China; fossil woods in North America’s National Parks and monuments; Ancient trees and the technology of internal defect detection and assessment; Malaysian wooden artifacts, vernacular monuments as the basis for new wooden architecture in Russia, Chinese traditional ancient architecture and the conservation techniques of ancient wood building; Study on the material of ancient tomb furniture in China and the conservation of Lacquer Ware Unearthed in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties in Northern China; Wooden artifacts culture in Ancient India, in Africa, and woods in Some of the oldest Brazilian archaeological Sites and Houses; Identification of Confiscated wave wood art in Songhua Lake, Jilin; the resources, classification, identification and application of Chinese  Hongmu; Wood as Inspiration for Science and Culture, and the latest progress of Chinese wood culture. All of them presented a historical picture of ancient wood culture as well as raised a number of issues that need to be addressed.

At the two session discussions, the experts in every field expressed their opinions and put forward different views and recommendations. The summary is as follows:

1. The symposium successfully gets together experts and scholars in various fields and disciplines，such as culture, industry, research and education to study and discuss the ancient wood culture and exchange their opinions in a relatively all-sided way. It is a meaningful exploration.
2. The promotion of ancient wood culture could be done from the aspect of history, humanities, science and technology, art and could be considered into incorporation for the development of education and industry.  

3. The preservation of ancient wood culture heritage needs assistance from different disciplines and fields, the support of industry organizations and government and the cooperation of international organizations which will allow for more exposure of ancient wood culture to people from different social backgrounds.

4. The use of ancient wood resources should be respectful to nature and the diversity of the environment, ecology for sustainable development and the inheritance and innovation of wood culture.

5. It is suggested that IWCS should establish ancient wood sub-committee, wood culture working groups and local working stations.
6.  It is suggested that IWCS could organize exporters for targeted study on wood culture from different fields of ancient wood.

7. IWCS could launch a periodical and a network platform on the subject of ancient wood culture to continue further exchanges and discussion and promote the culture of ancient wood.  

8. IWCS should cooperate with other organizations to prompt the legislation and related measurements for the preservation of ancient wood culture and the education for the public.

9.  The inheritance of ancient wood culture should give inspiration for innovation, which will promote the development of industrial production. Therefore it could benefit our life by the organic combination of culture, art and industry.
10. The discussion on the theme and objectives of the symposium could be continued on the forthcoming ancient wood platform.  
During the conference, representatives visited the Museum Garden and Northwest A & F University, and historical sites in Xi'an. We passed through time and space from ancient times to modern times and from the micro to the macro to get a visual and tactile shock. It is a very meaningful event. 

It is our wish to accomplish the following four objectives:1. Explore the concept of and classify ancient wood；2. Accumulate basic information and establish ancient wood index；3. Share experiences in methods of ancient wood preservation and restoration；4. Promote the cultural values and sustainable use of ancient wood. The two days meeting has started the above objectives to be practiced. IWCS will do its best to promote ancient wood culture. Thanks again to all the participants. Thanks to Northwest A & F University for their substantial supports.

