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John Parrotta, Ph.D. (Yale University) 
 
 

John has been active in IUFRO since 1993, when he became the 
coordinator of a newly established Division 1 Working Party on tropical 
forest restoration. Since that time he has served in a many IUFRO 
positions, including Deputy Coordinator and Coordinator of Division 1 
(Silviculture), Deputy Coordinator of Division 8 (Forest Environment), 
Chair of the 2010 and 2014 World Congress Scientific Committees, 
Coordinator of IUFRO’s Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge 
(2005-2010), Chair of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests’ Global 
Forest Expert Panel on Biodiversity, Forest Management, and REDD+ 
(2012) and member of two other GFEP panels. He has been a 
member of the IUFRO Management Committee since 2006, and 
currently serves as Vice-President for Task Forces, Special 

Programmes, Projects and IUFRO-led Initiatives.  
 
John holds a B.A. in Biology and B.S. in Chemistry from Merrimack College (in Massachusetts, 
USA), an M.Sc. in Ecology from the University of Aberdeen (Scotland, UK), and a Ph.D. from 
Yale University. He has been involved in research worldwide for over 30 years, with particular 
interests in tropical forest ecology, biodiversity conservation, ecology and management of 
planted forests, forest restoration, forest history, and traditional forest knowledge. He is the 
author of a number of books and over 150 other research publications, and serves as an 
editorial board member for several scientific journals, including Restoration Ecology, Forest 
Ecology and Management, the International Journal of Biodiversity Science and Management, 
and Global Environment. 
 
In his role as national program leader for international science issues with the U.S. Forest 
Service R&D branch, John provides scientific advice for U.S. government policy positions in 
international forest policy forums, and contributes to international programs and initiatives related 
to forest science and sustainable forest management.   
 
 
Further details can be found on his personal web page: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/people/profile.php?alias=jparrotta  


